I have mixed feeling about PowerPoint.  I think that it is misused too often.  I have been to too many presentations where the presenter reads directly from the screen.  This creates a terribly boring presentation.  I can read, so there is no need to read it too me.  With these kinds of presentations, I would like to leave right after they hand out the copy of all of the slides.   

Last year, I was faced with a challenge because I needed to have my students make presentations to different businesses and organizations.  As a school group, we were looking for sponsors for our disc golf course that we were building on campus.  My students did not have a lot of experience presenting and they wanted to use PowerPoint to help in structuring the presentation.  I had some guidelines for the PowerPoint presentation that helped make PowerPoint more successful.  The main point was that PowerPoint is meant to enhance the presentation and not take the place of it.  I had them use it as a guideline with only the main points being projected.  I wanted the information to come from their mouths and not from the screen.  I had them use the program to show examples of what we were going to do.  It was great to show what a typical hole looks like as well as golfing discs.  Setting these guidelines helped make the presentation livelier and it also helped guide the students to make a complete presentation.  

There are a couple of websites that you can create your own crossword puzzle.  You type in the clues and the answers and the program creates the puzzle.  This is great, but I do not know if it has any place in the classroom.  We have a Film as Literature class.  In the past, I saw a teacher watch a movie and the only follow-up activity was to use a crossword puzzle that she created.  I feel that this assignment had little meaning.  If a film is treated as literature, then there should be more authentic assignments to follow the showing of the film.  I think that the students would have gotten a lot more out of the film is they would have compared it to their own lives and made connections.  This was just another case of technology making people lazy.  

