A.J. Stibitz
Lesson 12


As a coach, I would not win a defamation case against this reporter.  Because of this, I would look to different means to get this reporter to change.  If the articles were just about criticizing me, I could let them go. But, I would be more concerned if they affected my athletes.

 
To begin handling this situation, I would first talk to my athletic director.  This is an issue that an administrator should handle.  I would first want to set up a meeting with the reporter.  In this meeting, I would remind him what high school athletics were for.  Being too critical can get in the way of this development in my athletes.  In this meeting, I would also give the reporter my situation and my goals for the year.  This would give him something positive to write about.

If this meeting does not work, we would have to resort to different means.  The next step would be to set up a meeting with the editor of the newspaper.  Then, we would restrict access to the reporter.  He would only be allowed to talk to administrators.  


The more I think about it, I realize that I should not let news coverage affect my coaching.  I should do what I believe is right and do that no matter what the media has to say about it.   

