Position Paper: Research and Development
4-13-11
(One Class Period)

Grade Level: 10-12 

Lesson Objectives: Students will: 
· Develop a position on a topic

· Learn to research a defense to their position

· Develop better word choice in writing

· Learn to organize their thoughts before writing

· Become aware of the parts of a good opinion paper

· Develop self-talk strategies
GLCE’s:   C6 Citizenship in Action 

                               6.1 Civic Inquiry and Public Discourse (P3)

                               6.2 Participating in Civic Life (P4)
Materials: Copies of DARE to DEFEND Instruction Paper, Copies of DARE to DEFEND Planning Sheet, Overhead Sheet of Planning Sheet
Resources: http://www.mlive.com/education/index.ssf/2011/04/school_zone_blog_new_emergency.html
http://www.michigan.gov/treasury/0,1607,7-121-1751_51556-198770--,00.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2011/04/column.html
http://detnews.com/article/20110416/POLITICS02/104160351/Emergency-manager-cuts-roles-of-Benton-Harbor-officials
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBzkuiD6LD0
Rationale/ Background: Writing a good opinion paper takes a lot of preparation.  First, the student needs to take a stance.  Then, the student can find information to support this stance.  This is crucial to having enough substance to an argument.  Even armed with good information, the student needs much more to write a convincing paper.  These steps must be taught.  The DARE to DEFEND Activity will provide the structure needed to organize and develop a strong argument while teaching the importance of self-talk.  
Lesson Opening: 
· The teacher will preview the upcoming assignment of write an opinion paper addressing the following question, “With Michigan economic turmoil, do you think that the Emergency Financial Manager is an appropriate solution to this problem?”
· The teacher will pass out the DARE to DEFEND Instruction paper and have a classroom discussion on the elements of a good opinion paper, explaining and getting examples for each letter

· The teacher will then model the opinion paper-planning sheet on an overhead using a different topic of “Should high school be increased to five years?”  

Lesson Middle:

· The students will each receive an opinion paper-planning sheet.  They will use the computers and the websites provided to find information to back up their opinion.  They will then complete the planning sheet.  
Lesson Conclusion: 

· The students will go through the DEFEND steps to create an opinion paper
Assessment of Objective: 
· Develop a position on a topic: 

Informal, formative assessment; I will assess this objective through verbal communication and written response on the DARE to DEFEND Planning Form.  Each student will take and stance on raising the tobacco tax

· Learn to research a defense to their position

Informal, formative assessment; I will assess this objective through verbal communication and written response on the DARE to DEFEND Planning Form.  Each student will develop idea words to represent the information they researched. 

· Learn better word choice in writing

Informal, formative assessment; I will assess this objective through the written communication on the DARE to DEFEND Planning Form.  Each student should come up with descriptive idea words to build their arguments.   

· Learn to organize their thoughts before writing

Formal, formative assessment; I will assess this objective through verbal communication and written response on the DARE to DEFEND Planning Form and through their pre-writing activity using the Instruction Paper.  Each student will complete both.  

· Become aware of the parts of a good opinion paper

Formal, formative assessment; I will assess this objective through students verbal responses during our discussion and through their opinion papers.  The parts will be evident in the papers.
· Develop self-talk strategies

Informal, formative assessment; I will assess this objective through verbal communication and written response on the DARE to DEFEND Planning Form.  Each student will complete at least one positive self-talk statement.  
